
3/4.10 SPECIAL TEST EXCEPTIONS 

BASES 

3/4.10.1 SHUTDOWN MARGIN 

This special test exception provides that a minimum amount of control 
rod worth is immediately available for reactivity control when tests are 
performed for control rod worth measurement. This special test exception is 
required to permit the periodic verification of the actual versus predicted 
core reactivity condition occurring as a result of fuel burnup or fuel 
cycling operations. 

3/4.10.2 GROUP HEIGHT, INSERTION, AND POWER DISTRIBUTION LIMITS 

This special test exception permits individual control rods to be 
positioned outside of their normal grou~ heights and insertion limits during 
the performance of such PHYSICS TESTS as those required to 1) measure control 
rod worth, and 2) determine the reactor stability index and damping factor 
under xenon oscillation conditions. 

3/4.10.3 PHYSICS TESTS 

This special test exception permits PHYSICS TESTS to be performed at 
less than or equal to 5% of RATBD THBRJIAL POWER with the Reactor Coolant 
System Tavg slightly lower than no::cma.lly allowed so that the fundamental 
nuclear characteristics of the reactor core and related instrumentation can 
be verified. In order for various characteristics to be accurately measured, 
it is, at times, necessary to operate outside the normal restrictions of 
these Technical Specifications. For in■tance, to measure the moderator 
temperature coefficient at BOL, it is necessary to position the various 
control rods at heights which may not be allowed by Specification 3.1.3.5 
which may, in turn, cause the RCS Tavg to fall slightly below the minimum 
temperature of Specification 3.1.1.4. 

3/4.10.4 NO PLOW TBSTS 

This special test exception permit• reactor criticality under no flow 
conditions and is required to perform certain startup and PHYSICS TBSTS while 
at low THERMAL POWER levels. 
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